Name ____________________________________                                                      Score/100 ____________

INFORMATIVE WRITING RUBRIC (WRITING PURPOSE: INFORM AND EXPLAIN)
	Criteria
	Score, Comments, and Goals

	Concrete Details:  a wide range of examples, illustrations, evidence, support  for ideas that have SUBSTANCE, direct quotations, paraphrased quotes, textual evidence

(15 points)
	

	Introductory paragraph:  Introduction clearly states the purpose of the paper with specific details and a strong thesis statement 

(15 points)
	

	Word Choice/ Diction:  there are little to no overused words, no weak verbs. Uses precise and specific adjectives.  No “DEAD” words, language is sophisticated;  There is detail, description, figurative language, development and expanded ideas 

(10 points)
	

	Topic Sentences & Transitions:  Paragraphs begin with clear and focused topic sentences. The topic sentence should organize your body paragraph (academic papers). Writer skillfully uses language that transitions ideas smoothly
(10 points)
	

	Organization:  The sequence of ideas and thoughts produce the desired effect of informative writing. There is a skillful and logical progression of ideas. Details support the thesis statement and development of information is logical 

(10 points)
	

	Audience & Purpose Clearly an informative piece, explaining definitions, processes, and other specific details

(10 points)
	

	Punctuation & Grammar:  correct use of commas, apostrophes, dashes, colons, and parentheses. Correct subject-verb agreement, verb tense, plural-singular, no run-on sentences

(10 points)
	

	Follows Requirements: 4 sources, MLA format, 3-5 pages

(5 points)
	

	Evidence of Learning: Noodle Tools notecards shared OR paper learning notes sheet (or other method in learning folder) evident for EACH source. Source evaluation, further questions (metacognition), and analysis of source information

(15 points)
	


REQUIREMENT REMINDERS
1. Even if you do not use the Notecard function on Noodle Tools, you MUST have a working account to make citations and to export a properly formatted Works Cited page. 
2. You essay should be around 3-5 pages, but more pages are fine depending on the extent of your topic. Essay should not be shorter than 3 full pages (no, the Works Cited page doesn’t count as a page of writing!)
3. Informative writing is meant to inform and explain. This is not an essay in which you should be evaluating or solving a problem. 

4. Ask Ms. McKenna or Ms. Arkans if you have any questions about formatting, citations, or how to cite particular sources. 

5. Remember to diversify your sources – take advantage of opportunities to conduct interviews and gather information from somewhere other than the Internet. 

6. MLA Format: 1-inch margins, Times New Roman or Calibri font, entire document double spaced without extra spacing between lines or paragraphs, size 12 font, MLA heading on front page and running header with last name and page number on all subsequent pages. Do not change the format of your Works Cited page once it is exported from Noodle Tools – copy and paste WITH FORMATTING to the last page of your essay document. 

7. In-text citations (a requirement!): 

a. When an author’s name is available from an online source, the citation looks like this: 

i. “Blah blah quote or paraphrase,” (McKenna). 

b. If an author’s name is available AND the source is a print source with page numbers, the citation looks like this: 
i. “Blah blah quote or paraphrase,” (McKenna 45). 

c. If the author’s name is not available, you cite the title of the source in quotations: 

i. “Blah blah quote or paraphrase,” (“Global Warming”). 

PLEASE consult Noodle Tools or the Online Writing Lab at Purdue University for specific in-text citation format requirements for less common sources.
DUE MONDAY, 4/23 (A day) and TUESDAY, 4/24 (B day)
